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CEHTEH nmtUEKCB AGENCY 

oifice of wmwAh estimates 

11 June 19 52 

SUBJECT* KRAFT TEEMS OF KEFEPENGE* NXE-3&&: HvOBABIE 

vmmzmm in mocsm 

for Board Ccnsidemticn) 

THE FBOBZE&i 

To esjtSiaate Fmids and CMnese C^ammist, cepciVdlitiee and 
intentions in Indochina and the intern! eltsaation througbt^it 
Indochina* NOTE* Tha estiaaie on the tactical military situation 
will nm through mid- 1953 . He&rev&r, attention will bo given oa a 
longer rang© t&sl© to ITistoasaes© development end French. capabilities 
and intentions. 


QUESTIONS BEAMING ON THE m®W ' 

t. the mmm smmim m itmacmm 

raaoect to 

tlm fc%)iw 

X, The* status of ecabat operations In Vietnam, Laos* 
and Cambodia? 
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a. What trends have there in the past eix laoaths 
in t he relative sdlltaxy strength, eoobat effect- 
iveness, and tactical position of the Frerash-Indo- 
cbinee© and Viet Minh forces? 

! 

b, What are the present French-V ietnemeae oapabilitlos 
to* 

(1) Expand their area of control end inflict hea^r 

; losses on the Viet Mtoh? 

(2) Hold presently occupied territory in Indochina 

I against the Viet Minh operating with the present 

degree of Chinese Ccsmsaist assistance? 

(3) Resist attacks fcy the Viet Minh operating with 
substantially increased Chinese Camadat 

i assistance, including Chinese Cocammlat caaibat 

1 forces? 

2. The status of politics! dwelogs&ents in Vietnam, Zacs, 

! ami Cambodia, particularly those influencing adoinistra** 

iiva efficiency, national morale, and mobilisation 
capabilities? 

1 

-* 2 *» 
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3 . Eeoswalc developments la Viotram, loan, and Cambodia 
aji they affect rational morals end mobilization 
capftbiHtlaf}? 

4. The situation in Viet Mirth held territory, ineMing 
morale, food supply, armaments production, r&X&tiom 
with th® Chinese C<»maniske, sHanpower resources, and 
©stent and effectiveness of controls? 



1. Military 

2. Economic 

3. Political 



1, Military 

2, Economic 

3, Political 
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IX. FACTORS AFFECTING FUTURE RSETOEOBSEKTS IN INDOCHINA 



1. VSmt trends In Fi^ch^Indocblnsse capabilities to 
resist or reduce Viet Kinh-Chinese Ccrammlst pressure 
are probable? 

a. In trained mnpowsr* ©rgaaiaed forces and material 
supply (including US aid)? 

(1) French forces 

(2) Vietnamese forces 

(3) Ieotian and Cambodian forces 

b. In political strength* stability* and national 
morale in the Associated States? 

2, How will French and Indochinese will and intention to 
resist be affected by the following? 

a. Political, economic* and military developments 
wi thin metropolitan France and the French Union. 

b. Polit ical and economic trends within Vietnam* 
Loos* and Cambodia* 

* 4 ** 
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e* Boasible tripartite warnings to the CC to keep 
their troope out of Indochina , 

i 

‘ 

i 

d. Changes 1m the level of IB economic and military 

i 

assistance* 

I 

e* An armistice in Korea* 

f • An expansion of the Korean war* 

B. Crmmn <.et 

1* What trends in Viet Kinh-CMnese Ccnaraaisi capabilities 
are probable throng jnid-1953 assuming a continuation 
of the ‘present situation in Korea i 

a. !Cn terns of trained Viet Minh manpower? 

b* In terms of Viet Minh ability to utilise effectively 
heavy military equipment and to coordinate in combat 
all of their organised forces? 

c. In terms of Chinese Comsnaiot abilities to provide 

m Increased volume of technical and material assistance? 

d. In terms of Chinese Ceessomlst ability to ccsaait 

| 

combat forces In Indochina? 
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(1) Q retail forces 

(2) Air forces 

(3) Kami forces 

(4) logistic capabilities and limitations 

2. Khat effect wuld an expansion of the war in Korea or 
an armistice have on Ccsssunisit capabilities in Indochina? 

i 

3* How will Viet Mirih courses of actions be affected by 
the following t 

a. Failure to receive an increased level of technical 
and saaterial assistance? 

b„ The economic and political situation within their 
area of control? 

c, A deterioration in their combat effectiveness? 
d 0 An Increase in their combat effectiveness? 

4* How will Chinese Ccggaroist courses of action in Indochina 
be influenced by the followings 

a. Overall Chinese Communist interests and policy in 
the Far East? 

b. A gradual increase In Freneh-Indochineee capabilities? 

c„ A deterioration in the strength and effectiveness of 
the Viet Mich? 
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d. A tripartite xmm lag to keep their troops out 
of Indochina? 

e. Changes to the situation in Soma? 

f. Other contingencies snob as the release of Nationalist 
Internees In Indochina, combat operations by Chinese 
Nationalist troops in Southeast Asia, or against the 
China mainland, etc.? 

1H. PROBABLE FUTURE BEVEIOHffiHlS IN INDOCHINA 
(To he prepared by 0/ftE on basis of above) 
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